180         SI.  Story of the Twenty-first Statuette, BR, JR
BRIEF RECENSION OF 21
Again a statue said: O king, listen
Once a certain stranger came to the king (saying): "O king, I have seen a strange
thing- There is a city named Yoginlpura, where is a shrine of Katyayani. I stopt
there, and at midnight from the middle of a lake there came forth eight divine Nayakas
[Heroic or semi-divine nymphs], who performed homage with the sixteen-fold rites
before the goddess, with dancing and song, and then entered the water again. Such a
sight I have seen." Hearing this the king went to the goddess's shrine at that place.
And at midnight the eight Nayakas performed their divine worship, with dancing and
singing, and went into the water again. The king also went in after them. There he
saw a marvelous palace; and they presented themselves to the king, and offered him
hospitality, and said: " O king, take this kingdom." The king said: " I have a king-
dom." They said: " O king, we are satisfied with you." The king said: " Who are
you ? " They replied: " We are the eight Great Magic Powers." So saying they gave
him eight jewels, and said: " Know that this is our victorious form; whatever magic
power you wish, you shall receive it." Thus addrest the king went away again. And on
the way back a certain brahman blest him (and said): " O king, give me just something
to eat." Thereupon the king gave him the eight jewels.
The statue said: O king, let him ascend this throne who has such magnanimity.
Here ends the twenty-first story
JAINISTIC RECENSION OF 21
When King Bhoja again on another occasion had made complete preparations for
the coronation-rite and was ascending the throne, the twenty-first statue said: " O
king, he who has magnanimity like Vikramaditya's mounts this throne." And when
the long askt " Of what sort was that magnanimity ? " the statue said: " O king,
In AvantJ-city, the noble King Vikrama. His minister Buddhisagara [e Ocean of
Wisdom '] had a son Buddhigekhara [* Diadem of Wisdom '], but in name alone was he
that, not in development. One time his father gave him instruction, saying: " You
are born a fool in our family, for you do not study knowledge. For:
1. Knowledge, verily, is man's highest beauty, a secret store of treasure; knowl-
edge is the source of enjoyment, glory, and happiness, it is the Teacher of
Teachers [or, revered of the reverend]; knowledge is a friend in foreign lands,
it is the supreme Godhead; knowledge is held in honor among kings, rather than
wealth; one who has not knowledge is a beast! "
Hearing this he went into a far country, and in a certain place took up the study of
knowledge. Afterwards, as he was returning to his own city, on the way he stopt at
eventide in a temple in a certain city. There at midnight eight divine women came
forth from a lake in front of the temple, and entered into that temple, and paid homage
to the Supreme Deity, the glorious Yugadideva, with lotus-flowers rich in fragrance,
and danst before him. In the morning, as they were going away again, they said to
Buddhieekhara: " Ho there, do you too come." So he went with them to the bank of
the pond, and they jumpt in and disappeared in the middle of the pond. But he saw
that the water was blazing brightly, and was afraid, and remained where he was.
This maxyel the minister's son saw, and told the king on his arrival. Thereupon the
long out of curiosity went to that place, and saw the temple, and the blazing lake